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EDUCATIONAL COMMENT 
FREEDOM IN THE UNIVERSITY 
FREEDOM in the university means the 
freedom to study not only the biologi- 
cal implications of the physical structuie of 
a fish but also the human implications of the 
economic structure of society. It means 
freedom from the prejudices of section, 
race, or creed; it means a free compassion 
of her sons for all people in need of justice 
and brotherhood. It means the freedom of 
the liberated spirit to understand sympathet- 
ically those who misunderstand freedom 
and would strike it down. It means the 
freedom for consideration of the plight of 
unorganized and inarticulate peoples in an 
unorganized world in which powerful com- 
binations and high-pressure lobbies work 
their special will on the general life. In 
the university should be found the free 
voice not only for the unvoiced millions but 
also for the unpopular and even the hated 
minorities. Its platform should never be 
an agency of partisan propaganda but 
should ever be a fair forum of free opinion. 
Freedom should never mean a loss of the 
sense of lawful and moral responsibility to 
the trustees and the people from whom the 
university came and to whom her life re- 
turns manifold.. . . 
Finally freedom of the university means 
freedom of the scholar to find and report 
the truth honestly without interference by 
the university, the state, or any interests 
whatever. If a scholar be enlisted by the 
state for research on a mooted issue, though 
such scholarly and independent report may 
be imputed to the university as an institu- 
tion by powerful lobbies opposed to the re- 
port, the university will stand by the right 
of the state to enlist the scholar and the 
freedom of the scholar to make the report, 
whatever be the consequences. The real 
destruction of the university would come 
from the university administration's inter- 
ference or any other interference with the 
report. Without such freedom of research 
we would have no university and no dem- 
ocracy.—Frank Porter Graham, President 
of the University of North Carolina, in 
School and Society. 
THE DEMOCRATIC WAY 
In America we are set on the path of 
solving our problems by the democratic 
method implicit in a government under the 
control of the common man—a system dedi- 
cated to the scientific way of seeking out 
the facts, threshing out the issues in the 
full view of free discussion, and applying 
each new increment of knowledge for the 
common good, with the consent of, and by 
the collective aid of, those who are the re- 
cipients of its advantages. In the United 
States at least, this is our faith; but we are 
certainly on trial before the world, and it is 
one of the major tasks of our educational 
system to see to it that this ideal is given a 
fair testing.—Raleigh Schorling. 
"Cultivate literature and useful knowl- 
edge, for the purpose of qualifying the ris- 
ing generation for patrons of good govern- 
ment, virtue and happiness." 
George Washington 
